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He does not brag, and so has merit;

He does not boast, and so endures.
It is because he does not contend that no one in the empire is in
a position to contend with him.
The way the ancients had it, ‘Bowed down then preserved’, is
no empty saying. Truly it enables one to be preserved to the

end.

XXIII

To use words but rarely

Is to be natural.
Hence a gusty wind cannot last all morning, and a sudden
downpour cannot last all day. Who is it that produces these?
Heaven and earth. If even heaven and earth cannot go on for
ever, much less can man. That is why one follows the way.

A man of the way conforms to the way; a man of virtue con-
forms to virtue, a man of loss conforms to loss. He who
conforms to the way is gladly accepted by the way; he who
conforms to virtue is gladly accepted by virtue; he who conforms
to loss is gladly accepted by loss.*

When there is not enough faith, there is lack of good faith.

*There i a play on the words fe (virtue) and te (to get), the latter being contrasted
with shih (1o lose),




'Lao Tzu: Tao Te Ching

XXIV

He who tiptoes cannot stand; he who strides cannot walk.

He who shows himself is not conspicuous;

He who considers himself right is not illustrious;

He who brags will have no merit;

He who boasts will not endure.
From the point of view of the way these are ‘excessive food and
useless excrescences’. As there are Things that detest them, he

who has the way does not abide in them.
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Goes round and does not weary.

" il ; ; o :
b K El Lﬁ, lji & l&‘_' Li €l )i-. & Lﬁ_ 7{, K - It is capable of being the mother of the world.
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i ’ ; 8o I style it ‘the way’.
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There is a thing confusedly formed,

I give it the makeshift name of ‘the great’.

Ef-.i.i'll great, it is further described as receding,

A e &b Do b i sl ®
R e e A e __ oceding, it is described as far away,
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Being far away, it is described as turning back.
. Hence the way is great; heaven is great; earth is great; and the
i king is also great. Within the realm there are four things that are
~ great, and the king counts as one.
Man models himself on earth,
Earth on heaven,
Heaven on the way,

~ / And the way on that which is naturally so.

 XXVI
The heavy is the root of the light;
The still is the lord of the restless.

- o 3
‘2’1{1 ("’fi) 7ﬁ i‘i:' ) JER, 47t . Therefore the gentleman when travelling all day
= 1 e g_ ﬁ’fﬁ 3 - Never lets the heavily laden carts out of his sight.
—— X i

T &5 8| ﬁjﬁ # A A B

It is only when he is safely behind walls and watch-towers
~ That he rests peacefully and is abové worries.
- How, then, should a ruler of ten thousand chariots
'_ Make light of his own person in the eyes of the empire?
., If light, then the root is lost:

~ If restless, then the lord is lost.
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_ - XXVII
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; ) One who excels in travelling leaves no wheel tracks;
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| : .
| =T : One who excels in shutting uses no bolts yet what he has shut
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cannot be opened;

One who excels in tying uses no cords yet what he has tied

cannot be undone.

~Therefore the sage always excels in saving people, and so

“abandons no one;always excels in saving things, and so abandons

:nothing.

is is called following one’s discernment.

. Hence the good man is the teacher the bad learns from s

And the bad man is the material the good works on.

:5'} ot to value the teacher
(1

N or to love the material

.ough it seems clever, betrays great bewilderment.
2

is called the essential and the secret.
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the role of the female
ne 0 the empire.,

12,

{\..-ll

5‘\




4 EfEEE

P HRT AL AT REERNA
b5 Bk B TR B B RT %
b T AR 1B A ARG 4 HELHEL
A 4 £ T AR 2 & B B & A F
* %,

Wi b M i

_.-5.1= 0 Tzu: Tao Te Ching 43

If you are a ravine to the empire,
Then the constant virtue will not desert you
And you will again return to being a babe.

Know the white

But keep to the role of the black

And be a model to the empire.

If you are a model to the empire,

Then the constant virtue will not be wanting

And you will return to the infinite.

Know honour*

But keep to the role of the disgraced

And be a valley to the empire.

If you are a valley to the empire,

Then the constant virtue will Be sufficient

And you will return to being the uncarved block.

: When the uncarved block shatters it becomes vessels.? The sage

__makes use of these and becomes the lord over the officials.

Hence the greatest cutting

Does not sever.

*The six lines beginning with ‘But keep to the role of the black’ are almost certain to
~be an interpolation, but of an early date. If that is the case, then the line following
“should be translated ‘But keep to the role of the sullied’, thus forming a contrast to
~ the line ‘Know the white’ with which it is continuous. This conjecture is supported
by the fact that as quoted in the T’ien hsia chapter in the Chuang tzu the line ‘Know
 the white’ is, in fact, followed by the line ‘But keep to the role of the sullied”. Cf. also
sheerest whiteness seems sullied’ (91).

0. officlals whose specialist knowledge and ability make them fit to be officials but
to be rulers, Cf. the phrase ‘lord over the vessels’ (164).




