IWFREE , BIXRS.

Like facing the deep, like treading thin ice; early to rise, warm and cool.

On caution: The Book of Poems (Xiao Ya, Xiao Min) (iF&-/NE/NE) says fdkmims |
WIERH , aNEEK. "We should be apprehensive and careful, as if we were on the

brink of a deep gulf, as if we were treading on thin ice. ".

$ above is an elliptical form of a quote from the Book of Poems (Xiao Ya, Xiao
Wan) (FFENENEY - " BUERGR. BASEATE. "By evening in bed, rising at
morn, don't disgrace the ones from whom you were born."

i2id is an elliptical form of g quote from Book of Rites (Qu Li chapter,) {#Lic-Ei%L
EY  "RARAFZA , KEMEE. ©  fan2 wei2 ren2 zi3 zhil 1i3, dongl wen2 er2
xia4 qing4, ", describing the duty of a child to keep their parents "A proper thing for

all children to do; in winter, warm and summer, cool,”

The San Zi Jing (==£2) tells children about the model nine-year old &2 of the

Eastern Han who warmed his newly widowed father's bed in winter and fanned him
in summer; he went on to become a noted literary scholar and high official but he

is celebrated chiefly for these acts of filial devotion.

HESWILIEA  85ER |, &55%E , KFABKRG , BFIERES. BaPRE , 3
RFTHEW , ERANEX , MBEBEFERLE. MENEFER , ILHEEETFRE | 2T ESINE
R, fERHEHKE |, EHRFER—R  BIEGEE T, BIFEESZPt , SBBEIFESMR, &5
KKXUE , 78, FEMAEEIKTHIE , B—RERIKR , StREYRHPELRATT | I'IZi%
ZF. BRZHECHERNERT , DR TEXRNEY. RAEFNFINNEEEFS  MRMNE , YK
N+9EE, FLAEETIFS AR,

(A=HR2E , At ZEE.
Like an orchid is its fragrance; like fresh pines, abundant and dense.

These similes(tblar) form a metaphor that a person should improve the proper
moral conduct, to make it like the fragrance of an orchid, and as abundant and

strong as a pine tree.

The orchid has a deep moral meaning in Chinese history and literature.
“Confucius' Family Dialogue” says “The orchids grow in the woods and they let
out their fragrance even if there is no one around to appreciate it. Likewise, men of
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noble character will not let poverty deter their will to be guided by high principles
and morals.” and "“If you are in the company of good people, it is like entering a
room full of orchids. After a while, you become soaked in the fragrance and you
don’ t even notice it

The pine tree is a very common symbol for longevity in Chinese culture, because it
is an evergreen and can endure severe winters. This is also an ideal characteristics

for a proper man.

NFEARR | HZEER .

The river flows at endless pace; in deepest pool behold the face.

JIl means great river, a metaphor for the influence of virtue or morality generation
after generation, and never stops. By the riverbank where the water is still, we or
our children can lean over and behold the virtue from their ancestors. The Doctrine
of the Mean, Ch. 30 says “/M&EJIIiiR , KEHYL"” The smaller energies (virtues) are
like river currents; the greater energies (virtues) are seen in mighty transformations.

It is this which makes heaven and earth so great.

BULER  SBHRE.
Stand solemnly and thoughtfully; speak with calm and dignity.

These lines indicate the required dignified, calm, fair and kind deportment in

dealing with others. "B LE" is a contraction of "Z5§R551E", facial expression and
bodily manner. " The Classic of Filial Piety (%) Chapter 9 says ” SErE ",
"think before speaking” and " ZF1EAJ&] “ “be able to show your face and
manner" .



