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My words are very easy to understand and very easy to put into practice,

Y et no one in the world can understand them or put them into practice.

Words have an ancestor and affairs have a sovereign.

It is because people are ignorant that they fail to understand me.

Those who understand me are few;

Those who harm me are honoured.

Therefore the sage, while clad in homespun, conceals on his person a priceless piece of jade.
(trandation by D. C. Lau)
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To know and yet (think) we do not know isthe highest / To know that we don’t know is the best; not to
know (and yet think) we do know isaflaw.

Therefore, the Sage' s not being flawed.

Stems from his recognizing a flaw as aflaw.

Therefore, heis flawless.

(translation by James Legge and Robert G. Henricks)
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When the people lack a proper sense of awe, then some awful visitation will descend upon them.
Do not constrict their living space;
Do not press down on their means of livelihood.

It is because you do not press down on them that they will not weary of the burden.

Hence the sage knows himself but does not display himself,
Love himself but does not exalt himself.

Therefore he discards the one and takes the other.
(Trandation by D. C. Lau)
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